
WINTERVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

      RIDE–A-LONG PROGRAM APPLICATION 
 
The Winterville Police Department „s ride along program is designed to offer citizens a 
“behind the scenes” look into the Department The purpose is to provide citizens and 
interested persons an opportunity to observe daily police patrol activities and to provide 
an overall view of the police officers' duties. It is our hope that the insight into the line 
operation of the Department will be both informative and enjoyable and further promotes 
positive citizen contacts. We want you to be fully aware of the conditions and 
circumstances under which this program operates: 
 

1) You must me 18 years of age or older. 
 

2) You must not have plead guilty to or no contest to any criminal offense other than 
minor traffic violations. 

 
3) You must not be under investigation by any criminal justice agency. 

 
4) You must not have been terminated or forced to resign from any criminal justice 

agency. 
 

5) You will be riding in the capacity of a citizen ride-a-long and are under the 
complete control of the officer you are assigned at all times. 
 

6) You shall not leave the police vehicle at the scene of any police activity including 
traffic stops unless directed by the officer. 
 

7)  You shall not converse with prisoners, suspects, witnesses or other 
 parties contacted on police business unless requested by the officer. 
 

8)  You shall not interfere with the officers' activities at any time. 
Although it is desirable and encouraged for participants to ask questions 
regarding procedures and activities, it must be done at an appropriate time. 
 

9)  You shall arrive at the police station fifteen (15) minutes prior to the 
ride-a-long, and will be returned at the designated time, or at request of the 
ride-a-long.  
 

10) Tape recorders, video recorders or cameras are not permitted. 
 

11) You will not be armed with any type of weapon to include pepper spray unless 
you are a sworn police officer in the State of NC, in which you may carry a 
concealed firearm in conformity with NC statutes and your departmental policy. 

 
12) You must present yourself in a neat and clean appearance. No jeans, tee shirts, 

flip-flops or shorts will be allowed. 
 

13) You must wear a seat belt at all times while in the vehicle. 
 

14) You are allowed only one ride along per three months. 



 
15) All activities and information observed, overheard, or learned from the citizen     

involvement as a ride along will be treated as “CONFIDENTIAL.” 
 

 
FOR VALUABLE CONSIDERATION RECEIVED, including the benefits of this 
program and the permission which I have received to accompany one or more police 
agents of the Winterville Police Department, the course of his or her duty, I, the 
undersigned, do by these release the town of Winterville, its police agents, public 
officials, agents, servants and employees from any and all liability, claims, demands, 
actions, and causes of action, which may hereafter have on account any and all 
injuries and damage to me or my property, or my death, arising out of or relating to 
any happenings or occurrence while I accompany any agent or agents of the 
Winterville Police Department on duty, or incidental thereto, and for the said town 
and the said persons, and agree to forever hold them and each of them harmless 
from any such liability, claims, demands, actions or causes of action. 
 
The terms hereof shall be of full force and effect on the date hereof and on any 
occasion when I may hereafter accompany any Winterville Police agent or agents. 
 
I have read and understand the conditions of this program as stated above and 
hereby voluntarily assume all risk of loss, damage or injury to me or my property, 
including death, which may be sustained while a passenger of the town vehicle or 
incidental to accompanying one or more Winterville Police agents while on duty. 
 
This release agreement shall be binding upon me and my heirs, executors, 
administrators, personal representatives and assigns, and shall include to the benefit 
of the said town, agents, public officials and person herein designated and there 
heirs, executors, administrators, personal representatives, assigns and successors 
in office. 
 
I have read and do understand this policy. 
 
Dated this ________ day of _______________________, 20_____. 
 
 

       _______________________________               ____________________________  
 
                   Witness      Signature 
 
 
 
PLEASE COMPLETE THIS PORTION OF THE APPLICATION AND SUBMIT IT TO 
THE FRONT DESK OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR PROCESSING. PLEASE 
PRINT CLEARLY. 
 
 
NAME: _____________________________________PHONE # ___________________ 
             First              Middle                   Last  
 
 



DATE OF BIRTH _______________ OCCUPATION __________________________ 
 
ADDRESS___________________________ CITY______________ STATE_______ 
 
 
DRIVERS LICENSE # __________________ SS # ____________________________ 
 
 
PERSON TO NOTIFY IN CASE OF EMERGENCY______________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS __________________________ CITY_________________ STATE_______ 
 
REQUESTED DATE AND TIME TO RIDE: _______________________ 
 
I CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS TRUE AND CORRECT. 
 
SIGNATURE: _________________________________________________ 
 
 
PERSON TAKING REQUEST __________________________ DATE___________ 
 
 

 

 

FOR DEPARTMENTAL USE ONLY 
 
Records Check Status: Negative ________ History on file_______   Initials________ 
 
Application Approved: ____________ Application Denied_____________ 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________             ______________________ 

Chief of Police      Date 
 

 

         TO BE FILLED OUT BY SHIFT SUPERVISOR AT TIME OF RIDE 

 
 
Citizen Assigned To: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date Citizen Rode: ______________________ Shift___________________________ 
 
 
Shift Supervisor: _________________________ 
 
Comments: ____________________________________________________________  



CITIZEN RIDE-A-LONG PROGRAM 
 
In order to establish a better understanding and relationship between the police and the citizens, 
the Winterville Police Department will allow citizens to participate in ride-a-longs with on-duty 
police officers. 
 

General Requirements of Ride-A-Long Participants 
Citizens who want to participate in the ride-a-long program shall adhere to the following 
provisions: 
 

 The Citizen Ride-a-Long Program Application/Waiver Form must be completed and 
submitted to the front desk personnel.  Community Services personnel shall review the 
application for completeness; such as, phone numbers, ride-a-long dates, etc.  Community 
Services personnel shall then forward the application to the Investigation Unit prior to the 
citizen‟s participation in the Ride-Along program. 

 The Investigation Unit will complete a local and NCIC criminal history check of the applicant. 

 Citizen Ride-a-Longs must turn in their application at least five (5) days prior to the requested 
ride-a-long date. 

 Citizen Ride-a-Long applicants must be at least 18 years old to participate in a ride-a-long. 

 Citizen Ride-a-Longs shall not be allowed to carry any weapons 

 Citizen Ride-a-Longs shall not be permitted to ride-along wearing blue jeans, shorts, tennis 
shoes, or T-Shirts with writing or graphic designs. Citizens must present a neat and clean 
appearance. 

 Citizen Ride-a-Longs must be a citizen of Pitt County unless specifically approved by the 
Chief of Police. 

 Citizens Ride-a-longs are limited to one (1) ride-a-long per three-month period unless 
specifically approved by the Chief of Police. 

 Ride-a-longs will last a maximum of eight (8) hours unless terminated by the Shift Supervisor 
or the Citizen. 

 When the ride-along is terminated before the end of eight hours, the reason will be 
documented in the “comments” section of the applicant form. 

 No spouse or significant other will be allowed to ride with his or her spouse or significant 
other under any circumstance, but may be allowed to ride with another officer on the same 
shift. 

 

Approval Procedure 
The Investigation Unit will forward the application with the criminal history check, to the Chief of 
Police within 48 hours of its receipt.  The Chief of Police may approve the application by a 
signature and date.  The Chief of Police may deny the application by a signature and date, with 
the reason for denial written in the “comments” section of the application. 
 
The Chief of Police will forward the application, if approved, to the appropriate Shift Supervisor to 
be retained by that Officer until the applicant‟s scheduled ride-along.  The Shift Supervisor will 
notify the applicant of approval or denial of the application. The Chief of Police will forward denied 
applications to the Crime Prevention Unit.  The Crime Prevention Unit will maintain denied 
applications on file for a period not less than two years. 
 
When the applicant arrives to ride on the approved date, the Shift Supervisor will complete the 
application by signing the application and documenting the police officer‟s name with which the 
citizen will ride.  The police officer assigned to conduct the ride-a-long should familiarize the 
citizen with the responsibilities and functions of being a police officer in a professional and 
positive manner.  Upon completion of the citizen‟s ride-a-long, the Shift Supervisor or the police 
officer may write comments regarding the ride-a-long, including any problems encountered or 
observations, on the application form.  The Shift Supervisor shall forward the completed 



application to the Crime Prevention Unit.  The Crime Prevention Unit shall maintain the completed 
application on file for a period of not less than two years. 
 

Guidelines Governing Civilians Observing Police Activities 
Police officers conducting a citizen ride-a-long are strictly prohibited from engaging in a vehicle 
pursuit while the citizen is in the police vehicle.  The police officer shall also refrain from placing 
the citizen in a high-risk situation as defined by policy. 
 
The citizen is strictly prohibited from assisting the police officer in discharging his/her lawful 
duties.  Such prohibited activities shall include, but not be limited to the following: 
 

 Searching suspects 

 Interrogating suspects 

 Searching crime scenes 

 Interviewing witnesses 

 Restraining suspects 

 Completing required law enforcement forms 
 
However, an officer may request the assistance of the citizen pursuant to North Carolina General 
Statute 15A-405.  In such instances, the rights, privileges, and responsibilities pertaining to the 
citizen that are contained in the General Statute will govern and control during the incident 
requiring citizen assistance.  It is the responsibility of the police officer conducting the ride-a-long 
to inform the citizens of the prohibited activities and of the provisions of North Carolina General 
Statute 15A-405. 
 
Citizen ride-a-longs are forbidden at all times from leaving the police vehicle unless directed by 
the police officer. Citizen ride-a-longs are not to use any law enforcement equipment in the 
vehicle or any other law enforcement equipment that is in their presence unless directed to be the 
police officer. 
 
Citizen ride-a-longs are forbidden to have any type of weapon on there person to include pepper 
spray unless a law enforcement officer in the State of NC, in which you may carry a concealed 
firearm in conformity with NC statutes and your departmental policy. 
 
Under no circumstances shall a civilian, including media personnel, be allowed to participate in 
the execution of a Search Warrant or Arrest Warrant.  Civilian ride-a-longs are forbidden at all 
times from entering a privately owned structure in these instances.  Once a warrant has been 
executed, the only non-sworn personnel that will be allowed to enter a privately owned structure 
in order to fulfill respective job duties is the Assistant City Attorney. 
 

The decision to have a ride-a-long in the police vehicle, if the above requirements are 
meet, is up to the individual officer. No officer is required to partake in the ride-a-along 
program unless directed by the Chief of Police. Police Officers accepting ride-a-longs 
are required to know the above policy and are responsible to make sure the policy is 
adhered to. If the ride-a-along refuses to comply with the policy the ride-a-long is to 
cease immediately and the on duty supervisor is to be notified so it can be documented 
on the ride-a-long form. No further ride-a-longs will be granted to that individual again 
and criminal charges will be taken out if warranted.  

 

 


