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INTRODUCTION

Planning for active transportation and greenways is not a new concept in the Town of Winterville. The Town has been part 
of several regional bicycle and pedestrian planning efforts, as well as local pedestrian planning efforts. Most recently, the 
Greenville Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and its partners sought to develop an Active Transportation 
Plan (ATP) to guide how to invest in pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure in the future. During the 2017 ATP planning 
effort, the Town of Winterville identified the need to further study the development of a high-quality network of trails to give 
Town residents an alternative way to travel across the Town and a place to exercise and socialize with family, friends, and 
neighbors. To respond to this need, the Town of Winterville initiated the Winterville Greenway Master Plan. 

The following document presents how the planning team - consisting of Town of Winterville staff and consultants - worked 
to develop the Winterville Greenway Master Plan. The document lays out the process for cataloging possible greenway 
recommendations, the public process, key recommendations, and steps for moving forward with implementation. 

THE PLANNING PROCESS

The Winterville Greenway Master Plan team undertook a multi-step process designed to identify priorities and create a 
plan that presents a greenway network that the community vision reflects. The planning team examined previous planning 
efforts—including the Greenville Area MPO Active Transportation Plan, the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (2014-2040), and 
many other local plans—as well as input from the planning team to identify an initial catalog of possible trail projects. After 
the Plans review, the planning team proceeded with the most recent Greenville Area MPO Active Transportation Plan as the 
base network for the catalog of possible trails as it was the most up-to-date and consolidated many of the previous plans. In 
addition to an all-day charrette with Town staff, the planning team met with local stakeholders, council members, and held a 
public workshop to solicit feedback and additional ideas for building a greenway network. 

The maps on the following pages share the bicycle and pedestrian networks presented in the Greenville Area MPO Active 
Transportation Plan for the Town of Winterville. 

   

The images above are the covers of previous plans reviewed as part of the Winterville Greenway Master Plan planning process. 
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Greenville Area MPO Active Transportation Plan Bicycle and Greenway Trail Network Map for Winterville, NC. 
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Greenville Area MPO Active Transportation Plan Sidewalk and Greenway Trail Network Map for Winterville, NC. 
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PUBLIC INPUT

During the planning process, the planning team held an all-day charrette to meet with local stakeholders, elected officials, 
Town staff, and members of the public. These meetings resulted in a better understanding of the desired uses and facility 
types community members would like in a Town-wide greenway network. Members of the community also provided local 
knowledge that helped the planning team understand where there should be tweaks to the network provided in the Greenville 
Area MPO Active Transportation Plan to better serve local destinations and attractions. Over 50 members of the community 
joined the planning team at the public meeting on October 4th, 2018. Prior to the on-set of the Winterville Greenway Master 
Plan, community members also had the opportunity to engage at the regional level at various input stations and outreach 
sessions held as part of the Greenville Area MPO Active Transportation Plan, and locally as part of the Comprehensive 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan. Town staff advertised for the October 4th, public meeting via a press release, in the Daily 
Reflector, the Times Leader, signs placed around Town, a meeting flyer distributed online via the Town website and social 
media, and a formal letter to property owners adjacent to the Fork Swamp Canal Greenway location. These advertisements 
can be found in the appendix. 
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FACILITY TYPES

While this plan is predominately looking at creating a network of greenways in Winterville, to obtain a fully connected network 
four primary facility types are recommended — off-road greenways, side paths, on-street bike facilities, and sidewalks. While 
specific characteristics have been identified for the four different facility types, each corridor will ultimately be designed with 
consideration given to its unique topology, right-of-way, and context. The ideal width for greenways and side paths is 10 
feet, but in areas of anticipated higher use, they may be designed to 14 feet wide. In locations of constrained right-of-way, 
greenways and side paths may be constructed as narrow as 8 feet in width. 

Off-Road Greenway

Off-road trails are greenways and pathways that are not located along a roadway, but instead follow their own alignment or 
possibly a stream or utility easement. The trails are ideally 10 feet or wider and typically will be constructed with concrete or 
asphalt as well as timber bridges and boardwalks around wetlands and other environmentally sensitive areas. Restrooms and 
parking locations may be located at trailheads and other key points along the path. 

�� Typically concrete or asphalt paving

�� Timber bridge and boardwalks

�� Minimal locations with lighting

�� Trailhead signage, wayfinding signage, mile markers

�� Restrooms and/or parking in key locations

�� Construction cost per mile: $0.5-3.5M

Side Path

Side paths are multiuse trails that run adjacent to the roadway with a buffer separation in between. The trails are ideally 10 
feet in width and typically will be constructed with asphalt or concrete. 

�� Typically asphalt or concrete paving

�� Pedestrian or roadway scale lighting more likely

�� Trailhead signage, wayfinding signage, mile markers

�� Restrooms and/or parking possible in key locations

�� Construction cost per mile: $65k-2.5M
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On-Street Bicycle

On-street bicycle facilities take many forms, however, in this plan on-street bicycle includes the provision of bike lanes or a 
two-way cycle track. Both facilities designate an exclusive space for bicyclists through the use of pavement markings. A bike 
lane is ideally 6 feet, but in constrained locations can be as narrow as 4 feet. These facilities are located directly adjacent to 
motor vehicle traffic and can be separated by pavement markings or physical barriers.

�� Typically asphalt paving

�� Roadway scale lighting 

�� Wayfinding signage, mile markers

�� Construction cost per mile:  $10-535K

Sidewalk

Sidewalks are walkways that provide people with space to travel within the public right-of-way that is separated from motor 
vehicle traffic. Sidewalks are typically 5 feet or wider depending on the amount of pedestrian traffic present, level of separation 
from the adjacent roadway, and motor vehicle travel speeds. Sidewalks are typically made of concrete. 

�� Typically concrete paving

�� Pedestrian or roadway scale lighting 

�� Construction cost per mile: $105-355K

Cross sections provided are from the FHWA Small Town and Rural Multimodal Networks document. 
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GREENWAY SYSTEM

The map on the next page illustrates the full greenway 
system of the Winterville Greenway Master Plan. The 
development of this system was an iterative process 
that included cataloging and reviewing previous planning 
efforts, meetings and charrettes with key stakeholders, and 
gathering public input, as detailed in the previous sections. 

The full greenway system is classified into four categories:

�� Signature Greenways

�� Core Greenways

�� Greenways with Partners

�� Non-Greenway Support Facilities 

The next section goes into greater detail on how each of 
these trail networks is defined as well as the trail segments 
included in each network. 

Signature Greenways

While the Winterville Greenway Master Plan generally aims to 
expand the Town’s bicycle and pedestrian network, a handful 
of signature trails will help create an identify for the greenway 
system, serving as examples of how to design and build 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities in Winterville. These signature 
trails, termed as such to signify that these facilities will be 
the hallmarks of the network, were identified because of the 
importance that they have in the overall system, regarding 
the scale of the facility, amenities, connectivity, location, and 
other defining features. 

Winterville’s signature greenways are: 

�� Fork Swamp Canal Greenway

�� Main Street Two-Way Cycle Track

�� Old Tar Road Side Path

Core Greenways

The core greenway network is symbolized with dark-hued 
green lines on the overall greenway system map. The core 
greenway network is composed of greenway segments that 
have been identified as the major backbone of Winterville’s 
future greenway system. 

The core greenway network includes: 

�� Fork Swamp Canal Greenway 

�� Main Street Two-Way Cycle Track

�� Old Tar Road Side Path

�� Forlines Road Side Path

�� Reedy Branch Road Side Path

�� Reedy Branch to NC 11 Greenway

�� NC 11 Side Path

Greenways with Partners

Greenways with partners are symbolized with light-hued 
green lines on the overall greenway system map. Greenways 
with partners are those that will require regional partnerships 
with the City of Greenville, Pitt County, or private developers. 
These greenways also may be built through development 
or redevelopment requirements, and will often require 
partnership to identify collaborative funding. 

Greenways with partners included in the Winterville 
Greenway Master Plan are:

�� Fork Swamp Canal Greenway to Paramore Park

�� Beacon Drive Side Path

�� Forlines Road Side Path (between Winterville and 
Greenville corporate limits)

�� Swift Creek Greenway

�� Pitt Community College Greenway

Non-Greenway Support Facilities

The success of a fully connected greenway system in 
Winterville requires strategic connections via sidewalks and 
on-street bicycle facilities. These support facilities fill gaps 
in the existing system, while providing critical connections 
through more space constrained residential streets. 

Non-greenway support facilities include:

�� Vernon White Road Sidewalks

�� Laurie Ellis Road Sidewalks

�� Main Street Two-Way Cycle Track
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Overall Greenway System Map
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 In addition to greenway segments, four locations for crossing improvements were identified in collaboration with stakeholders 
and the public — three near Pitt Community College, and one at the intersection of NC 11 and Forlines Road. These crossing 
improvements are noted on the map on page 9 with a red dashed circle. 

Future Considerations

Activity Centers and Recreational Open Space

Developing a community-wide plan for improving greenway connectivity requires the consideration of accessibility to key 
destinations, including schools, parks, and other retail centers such as the Town center and grocery stores. Schools and 
parks are shown on the map on page 9. The Town center is located near the intersections of Main Street and Railroad Street 
and includes many small shops, the Winterville Library, and the Winterville Town Hall. 

While the Town owns and operates three parks (shown on page 9), Winterville is also conveniently located in close proximity 
to H. Boyd Lee Park and Paramore Park in the City of Greenville. Additionally, the Town owns several properties that are being 
reserved for parks and recreation use, several of which have been incorporated into the greenway system. 

Floodway, Railroad, and Major Roadway Crossings

The Town of Winterville ETJ is bordered on the east and west sides by large floodways. The presence of a floodway does 
not preclude the implementation of a greenway. In fact, many cities and planning agencies use greenways to effectively 
manage floodways, preserve land adjacent to major waterways and tributaries, and protect aquatic habitats. Greenways are 
used across the nation by cities and public agencies, such as FEMA, for flood management, environmental protection, and 
recreational opportunities. 

In addition to floodways, Winterville is bisected by an active CSX rail line with more than 10 at-grade crossings. At-grade 
crossings can be dangerous for both bicyclists and pedestrians because of the uneven surfaces created by the intersection 
of the roadway and tracks. Perhaps the biggest barrier to bicycle and pedestrian connectivity in Winterville is NC 11. NC 11 is 
a wide 4-lane divided roadway with no pedestrian accommodations south of Fire Tower Road and very limited safe crossing 
opportunities. 

Demonstration Projects

The Winterville Greenway Master Plan is an overall vision for greenway facilities in Town that may take decades to fully 
implement with current funding levels. The success of this plan will be realized incrementally, facility-by-facility, but a few 
significant quick win projects will be critical for the plan to gain momentum and to perhaps accelerate the community’s desire 
and commitment to advance greenways and other bicycle and pedestrian improvements in the Town. 

Fork Swamp Canal Greenway (1)

The Fork Swamp Canal Greenway has been a popular concept in previous planning efforts and has many elements that may 
allow it to be a quick win project. Large parcels of land on either side of the proposed alignment are owned by the Town of 
Winterville. Additionally, it would provide cross-jurisdictional connections to the City of Greenville’s H. Boyd Lee Park. The 
Fork Swamp Canal Greenway was noted as a regional priority project in the Greenville Urban Area MPO Active Transportation 
Plan. 

�� Project Length: 1.8 miles

�� Key Connections: Old Tar Road Sidepath, H. Boyd Lee Park

�� Estimated Cost: Phase 1(Cedar Ridge Drive Property) - 786K; Phase 1 (Main Street Property) - 1.9M; Phase 2 (along Fork 
Swamp Canal) - $845K

�� Needed Partnerships: Town of Winterville, City of Greenville
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Main Street Two-Way Cycle Track or Bike Lanes (2)

Main Street between Bentley Drive and Old Tar Road provides a critical connection in creating a complete loop of high quality 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities between the proposed Fork Swamp Canal Greenway and the funded Old Tar Road Side Path. 
Main Street currently has faded bicycle lanes painted; however cars often park in the lanes. The primary recommendation 
is to provide a two-way cycle track along Main Street. This will allow greenway users to seamlessly transition onto the road 
and be separated from motor vehicular traffic. If necessary, the existing bicycle lanes can be restriped to include a buffer and 
vertical bollards to ensure protection for users; however it should be noted that this may limit the seamless integration into the 
greenway network. 

�� Length: 0.3 miles

�� Key Connections: proposed Fork Swamp Canal Greenway, Old Tar Road Side Path

�� Estimated Cost: $25-50K

�� Needed Partnerships: Town of Winterville

     

Forlines Road, Reedy Branch Road, and NC 903 Side Paths (3)

The provision of a side path along Forlines Road to Reedy Branch Road and finally along NC 903 west of NC 11 fills a 
large gap in connectivity by providing a connection between the east and west side of Winterville. In addition to east-west 
connectivity, this side path provides direct access to South Central High School and Creekside Elementary School. 

�� Project Length: 1.9 miles

�� Key Connections: South Central High School, Creekside Elementary School

�� Estimated Cost: $1.8M

�� Needed Partnerships: Town of Winterville, City of Greenville

        
 

Photos from Pitt County Schools website. 
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NEXT STEPS

To support the implementation of the Winterville Greenway Master Plan, Town staff should undertake the following tasks in 
collaboration with Town council, agency partners, and members of the public:

�� Foster a dialogue with local partners—Greenville, Greenville Urban Area MPO, Pitt County, and the private sector—to 
construct portions of the greenway system and seek out other funding opportunities such as grants

�� Define further greenway design standards to support consistent implementation, including trail width, materials, striping, 
intersection designs, and access points

�� Develop a financial plan of action for maintenance and inspection of the greenway system

�� Explore options for branding and wayfinding to create a unique identify for all greenways in Winterville. 

The Winterville Greenway Master Plan represents a vision for the bicycle and pedestrian facilities in Winterville that may 
take many decades to fully implement. The success of the plan will be realized incrementally, but a few significant quick-win 
projects will be critical for the plan to gain momentum and to perhaps accelerate the community’s desire and commitment to 
advance bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the Town.
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APPENDIX

�� Public Workshop Flyer

�� Press Release

�� Property Owner Letter

�� Daily Reflector Advertisements

�� Times Leader Advertisements

�� Sign In Sheets
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Public Workshop Flyer
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Press Release

Property Owner Letter
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The Town of Winterville is 
constantly working to provide 
better and safer transportation 
facilities for public use. A 
public meeting will be held 
at the Winterville Town Hall 
Assembly Room, 2571 Railroad Street, Winterville, on 
October 4th, 2018 from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM to present 
the Fork Swamp Canal Greenway’s conceptual design, 
explore other greenway connections within the Town, 
answer your questions, and gather public comments on 
both the proposed Fork Swamp Canal Greenway and 
other greenway connections.
Drop in at any time to share your ideas and talk with 
the project team to improve greenway connectivity in 
the Town of Winterville. Should you have any questions 
or concerns about this project, or if we can assist you, 
please call 252-756-1487.

BRIARCLIFF MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Elderly, age 55 or older, 1-Bedroom units 
conveniently located in Ayden with

Handicapped Accessible units available
— Section 8 assistance available —

CALL 252-746-3405
      Office Hours: Mon & Wed 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

TDD: 1-800-735-2962
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Register to win 
up to $10,000 in
furniture & gifts!

3757 S. Main St.
Farmville, NC

252-753-3101  
Hours: Mon - Fri, 9am-5pm  |  Sat, 10am-5pm

christmas
opening

ThuRsday, FRiday & saTuRday
October 4-6  

Farmville 
Furniture Co.

While you’re in town, 
please visit one of the fine 

dining establishments within 
walking distance to our store.

Daily Reflector Advertisement September 30, 2018
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Daily Reflector Advertisement October 3, 2018

855-CRESCOM (273-7266)
haveanicebank.com/CD

Visit one of our convenient locations 

2801 Cashwell Dr., Goldsboro, NC 27534
213 North Chestnut St., Mount Olive, NC 28365

*The annual percentage yield (APY) assumes that interest remains on
deposit until maturity. APY accurate as of 8/27/2018 and is subject 
to change at any time and without notice. Personal accounts only. 
Deposit limited to $230,000. Penalty for early withdrawal. $5,000 
minimum balance to open. This is a limited-time offer. Valid at the 

locations above only. Effective Date: August 27, 2018

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT SPECIAL

Member FDIC

1.85%
APY*

FOR 7 MONTHS

2.35%
APY*

FOR 25 MONTHS

The Town of Winterville is 
constantly working to provide 
better and safer transportation 
facilities for public use. A 
public meeting will be held 
at the Winterville Town Hall 
Assembly Room, 2571 Railroad Street, Winterville, on 
October 4th, 2018 from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM to present 
the Fork Swamp Canal Greenway’s conceptual design, 
explore other greenway connections within the Town, 
answer your questions, and gather public comments on 
both the proposed Fork Swamp Canal Greenway and 
other greenway connections.
Drop in at any time to share your ideas and talk with 
the project team to improve greenway connectivity in 
the Town of Winterville. Should you have any questions 
or concerns about this project, or if we can assist you, 
please call 252-756-1487.

Since 1969

From Concept to CreationFrom Concept to Creation
Custom Designs Created in Our On Site Design Center

633 Red Banks Road
Greenville, North Carolina

Custom Designs Created in Our On Site Design Center

PUBLIC HEARING
Comprehensive Land Use Plan Amendment

The Pitt County Board of Commissioners will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, October 15, 2018, at 6:00pm regarding an amendment to the 
2030 Pitt County Comprehensive Land Use Plan. This hearing will be 
held in the Eugene James Auditorium in the County Administration 
Building located at 1717 W. 5th Street, Greenville, N.C.

The Pitt County Planning Department is proposing to amend the public 
hearing notice requirements in Section Four of the 2030 Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan. The full text of the amendment can be obtained from 
the Pitt County Planning Department and substantial changes in the 
proposed amendment may be made following the public hearing.

The purpose of this public hearing is to gather public comment and 
input on the proposed amendment prior to consideration by the Board 
of County Commissioners. Citizens interested in obtaining additional 
information on the proposed amendments should contact the Pitt County 
Planning Department (252-902-3250). Those persons unable to attend 
the hearing may submit written questions or comments to the Clerk to the 
Board before the meeting. The mailing address is: Clerk to the Board, Pitt 
County • 1717 West Fifth Street, Greenville, NC 27834.

Michael G. Cable NCAL #3303 — Sale arranged by Michael G. Cable/Woodside Antiques
TERMS: 14% buyer’s premium 10% with cash or check. All items sold as is where is. 

Not responsible for errors or omissions. Announcements take precedent over printed material. 
Out of state buyers or buyers not known to auctioneer please contact auctioneer prior to 

auction if paying by check. Absentee and phone bids accepted until 6 pm on Friday. 

ANTIQUE & COLLECTIBLE AUCTION
SATURDAY  OCTOBER 6  10AM

Woodside Antiques Auction Gallery - 3760 South Main Street - Farmville, NC
 Preview week of sale, Wednesday-Thursday 10am-5pm and Friday 10am-6pm.

DOORS OPEN AT 8AM SATURDAY.
Visit woodsideantiques.com for pictures & information or call 252-753-9929. 

HENKEL HARRIS 
9DRAWER TALL CHEST

PICASSO STYLE MURANO 
ABSTRACT FACE ART VASE

Register to win 
up to $10,000 in
furniture & gifts!

3757 S. Main St.
Farmville, NC

252-753-3101  
Hours: Mon - Fri, 9am-5pm  |  Sat, 10am-5pm

christmas
opening

ThuRsday, FRiday & saTuRday
October 4-6  

Farmville 
Furniture Co.

While you’re in town, 
please visit one of the fine 

dining establishments within 
walking distance to our store.
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Times Leader Advertisement September 26, 2018
2   THE TIMES-LEADER, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2018

home
Continued from 1

allow Class A manufac-
tured homes, more com-
monly referred to as sin-
glewides. 

Conditional use permits 
allow the town to place 
conditions on the ap-
proved property. For man-
ufactured homes, the most 
common condition is brick 
underpinning, according 
to Ayden planner Stephen 
Smith. 

“She owns that land. 
Her mother passed some 
time back. Tammy doesn’t 
make a lot of money, and 
her doublewide is falling 
down around her,” Thomas 
said. 

O’Neal is a single parent 
who suffered a heart attack 
in 2015, according to her 
amendment request. She 
considered moving, but 
O’Neal has lived on the 
property since 1999 and 
cannot afford to move. 

“When (O’Neal’s moth-
er) died, she left Tammy 
some money, and her 
dream was for Tammy to 
get a better home with the 
money,” Thomas said. 

O’Neal went to K-N-M 
Mobile Home in Washing-
ton, N.C. They offered her 
a singlewide in her price 
range and told O’Neal she 
would need to have Pitt 
County Environmental 
Services come out to check 
the area. The inspector 
gave approval for a 60-foot 

AMBER REVELS-STOCKS
Staff Writer

AYDEN—The oldest 
church in Ayden celebrat-
ed its anniversary Sunday. 

Ayden Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), 462 
Second St., Ayden, turned 
125 Sept. 18. It celebrated 
that milestone Sunday 
with people from around 
the community and lunch 
provided by Bum’s Restau-
rant and Catering.   

“We are the oldest 
church in Ayden. That says 
something. We were not 
the first church in Ayden,” 
said the Rev. Chad Pen-
horwood. “There are 36 
churches in Ayden. Most 
churches have five to 15 
people, but when we get 
together, man, those num-
bers are good.” 

Ayden Christian Church 
was born in 1893 when 
Carolina Christian College 
was opened in Ayden. 

“The president of the 
school was the minister of 
the church,” Penhorwood 
explained. “Peter Stephen 
Swain, a ministerial stu-
dent, led the first service 
Sept. 18, 1893.” 

Carolina Christian Col-
lege was a unique school. 
It served high school stu-
dents, similar to a private 
Christian school today, 
as well as serving as a 
seminary for Disciples of 
Christ. The church began 
with 32 members, many of 
them coming from Roun-
tree Christian Church. All 
students and staff at the 
college also attended ser-
vices. 

In 1896, the college 
changed its name to At-
lantic Christian College 
and moved to Wilson. It is 
now known as Barton Col-
lege. 

“Barton College’s presi-
dent (Dr. Douglas N. 
Searcy) is doing a lot more 
to acknowledge that it 
started here (in Ayden) and 
that it began as a Disciples 
school,” Penhorwood said. 

In the early days, Ayden 
Christian Church floated 
around before the first 
building was constructed 
in 1904 and dedicated in 
1907. The building was lo-
cated on 115 West St., ac-
cording to Denelle Rober-
son, the board president. 

In 1915, six classrooms 
and a balcony were added 
to the church; 10 years 
later, 16 more classrooms 
and an auditorium were 
added. 

“A decision was made in 
1974 to build on the corner 
of Pitt and Second streets,” 
Roberson said. “Plans and 
construction moved quick-
ly, and the new building 
was completed and dedi-
cated in mid-1975.” 

When Ayden Christian 
Church moved to its cur-
rent location, it brought 
over a lot of the old sanc-
tuary, according to Pen-
horwood. 

“The stained glass win-
dows are original to the 
1907 church,” he said. “The 
lanterns are original. That’s 
why they’re amber (instead 
of white light).” 

It is a way of connecting 
the church to its history for 

many people, Penhorwood 
added. 

In mid-1984, the church 
added five new class-
rooms, nurseries, three 
bathrooms, a kitchen and 
the fellowship hall.

“Significant is the fact 
that all indebtedness was 
paid off before the Home-
coming (in 1985),” Rober-
son said. 

In 2001, Ayden Chris-
tian Church added a 
10,000-square-foot facil-
ity. The family life center 
serves as host to four Town 
of Ayden meals, including 
the Collard Festival’s may-
or’s breakfast and the an-
nual Kings of Q people’s 
choice cook-off, which 
serves as a fundraiser for 
the church. 

“The Christian Church 
serves as an epicenter 
for the barbeque village,” 
said Donna Robinson, the 
Kings of Q chairwoman. 

The award ceremony was 
held in the family life cen-
ter this year due to rain. 

In 125 years, only 23 
ministers have served at 
Ayden Christian Church.

“Louis T. Rightsell was 
our first minister,” Penhor-
wood said. “He was the 
president of the college, 
and he served from 1894 
to 1897.” 

Following Rightsell, 
most ministers only served 
a few years. This was com-
mon in most churches in 
the area. 

“William H. Brunson 
was the longest serving 
minister. He was here 1922 
to 1951,” Penhorwood said. 

“He was really big into ed-
ucation. We have a schol-
arship here for our mem-
bers who are going off to 
college. We’ve also given 
it to some adults who 
have gone back to college. 
Brunson did a lot for this 
church, and it’s a way to 
honor him.”

Unfortunately, the an-
niversary service had to be 
rescheduled due to Hurri-
cane Florence. This also re-
sulted in the service being 
pared down. 

“We were going to have 
Bishop Valerie Melvin. She 
has been newly elected 
as our regional minister,” 
Penhorwood said. “She’s 
unable to preach for us 
now because she had 
scheduled an ordination in 
Greensboro.”  

Penhorwood used the 
scripture Melvin selected 
to preach a sermon called 
“Keep on Tending,” cel-
ebrating Ayden Christian 
Church’s dedication to 
treating all of its members 
and guests as family. 

In addition, three mem-
bers of the contemporary 
worship band Turning 
Point performed along 
with the Ayden Christian 
Church choir. The Rev. Te-
resa Owens, the general 
minister and president, 
provided a video mes-
sage. She could not attend 
due to having an assembly 
scheduled for Sunday. 

“You have definitely 
shown God’s love through-
out the community you 
serve,” Owens said. “I hope 
this service is full of joy 

and hope for the future. 
Congratulations to Ayden 
Christian Church on your 
anniversary.” 

Ayden Mayor Steve Tripp 
sent a proclamation to the 
church, honoring its anni-
versary and position as the 
oldest church in Ayden. 

During the service, Pen-
horwood opened the floor 
for members of Ayden 
Christian Church to share 
their memories. Most of 
them spoke of how the 
church was a family. 

Steve McLawhorn and 
his wife were convinced by 
neighbors to attend. 

“We walked into the 
door, and within two min-
utes we’re like, this is it. 
This is what we’ve been 
missing,” McLawhorn 
said. 

Darlene Smith-Wor-
thington spoke about how 

Ayden Christian Church 
was her home. 

“This place means the 
world to me,” she said, 
holding back tears. “This is 
my family, and this is my 
home.”

Jean Daily added, “My 
husband was a pastor here 
(James Daily). I used to 
say this church’s members 
are my children. … Now, 
you’re my grandchildren. 
Chad (Penhorwood), I feel 
like you’re my grandchild.” 

Daily was not the only 
person related to a previ-
ous minister. Leanne Faye 
Goff Jackson is the daugh-
ter of John Lewis Goff, 
who served from July 1956 
to October 1962. She came 
to the church when her fa-
ther became the minister, 
but she remained in Ayden 

AMBER REVELS-STOCKS
The Rev. Chad Penhorwood delivers the message “Keep on Tend-
ing” at Ayden Christian Church’s anniversary service on Sunday. 

Oldest church in Ayden celebrates 125th anniversary

See CHURCH, 3
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by 14-foot manufactured 
home. 

This was only for the 
size of the septic tank, but 
O’Neal was not aware of 
that.

“Nobody ever advised 
her that she could not put 
a singlewide on her own 
property that she paid for,” 
Thomas said. “Now Tammy 
has got a trailer, and a loan 
on this trailer, sitting on a 
mobile home lot, and she’s 
homeless.” 

The singlewide home 
will have brick underpin-
ning and be well-main-
tained using O’Neal’s in-
heritance. She feels like 
she can better maintain 
the new home. 

K-N-M Home tore 
down the doublewide on 
the property Sept. 11, ac-
cording to O’Neal. When 
the company went to move 
in her singlewide Sept. 12, 
the mover realized there 
was a problem. He had at-
tempted to get the permit 
from the Pitt County plan-
ning office and was told 
Ayden was the only one 
who could issue the per-
mit. 

O’Neal went to the plan-
ning office, and secretary 
Kimberly Raynor told her 
singlewides were not al-
lowed in the RA-20 zone. 
Raynor helped O’Neal 
complete the amendment 
request. 

“I have nowhere to go. 
I don’t have any money to 
move,” O’Neal said. “They 
tore my home apart, and 
I can’t put what I bought 
there.” 

Several members of 
the board expressed their 
sympathy for O’Neal. 

“The person moving it 
should have checked on 
some stuff because Tammy 
doesn’t know this stuff. 
She trusted that man,” 
Thomas said. 

Chairman Terry Payne 
agreed.

“This board cannot give 
you any advice, but I think 
you know who is to blame 
here. That’s all I will say on 
that,” Payne said. 

Planning board mem-
ber Mike Harris asked the 
planner to inform K-N-
M of the town’s policy to 
keep this from happening 
in the future. 

The planning staff rec-
ommended approving the 
amendment. They felt it 
made the ordinance more 
consistent to allow both 
singlewides and dou-
blewides on a conditional 
use permit. 

It would also lessen con-
fusion from people who 
knew trailers were allowed 
but did not realize only 
doublewides were part of 
that. 

Payne reminded the 
board they were discussing 

allowing singlewides in all 
RA-20 zones in Ayden and 
its extraterritorial jurisdic-
tion, not discussing allow-
ing O’Neal to put in a sin-
glewide. 

“You’re not changing it 
just where she lives, you’re 
changing it all over all RA-
20 in the town of Ayden,” 
he said. “All over. Not just 
there.” 

Smith added, “This is just 
putting it in the ordinance, 
so it can be addressed on a 
case-by-case process.” 

Planning board mem-
ber Buddy Bulow worried 
the amendment would not 
solve O’Neal’s problem. 

“If we go through with 
approving this, that still 
don’t mean your neigh-
bors won’t complain about 
a singlewide,” Bulow said. 
“If we go to conditional 
use, we have to tell all your 
neighbors you want to put 
a singlewide in, and they 
all have to be OK with it.” 

O’Neal has already 
spoken to her neighbors. 
None told her they had a 
problem. 

Planning board member 
Heather Clayton men-
tioned several singlewides 
were grandfathered in 
when the zoning ordi-
nance was approved in 
2004. 

Thomas asked if O’Neal 
could be grandfathered in 
since she had lived on the 

property since 1999. Since 
she bought a different type 
of manufactured home, 
O’Neal would not be cov-
ered under the grandfather 
rule. 

Bulow made the motion, 
which planning board 
member Tony Dail second-
ed. The board approved 
the amendment, 7-1 with 
Harris opposed. 

Planning board mem-
bers Ken Burgdorff, Victo-
ria Killmon, Kevin Smith 
and Ethel Sutton were not 
in attendance. 

The amendment request 
now moves before the 
Ayden board of commis-
sioners at its Oct. 8 meet-
ing. 

A public hearing must 
be held before the com-
missioners can vote on it. 

If it is approved, O’Neal 
can apply for a conditional 
use permit. 

That permit will come 
back before the planning 
board at its Oct. 15 meet-
ing, where another public 
hearing will be held. If the 
planning board approves 
the permit, it will go before 
the board of commission-
ers at its Nov. 12 meeting. 
A third public hearing will 
be held.

If the commissioners ap-
prove the permit, O’Neal 
will be able to move a  
singlewide onto her prop-
erty. 

The Town of Winterville is 
constantly working to provide 
better and safer transportation 
facilities for public use. A 
public meeting will be held 
at the Winterville Town Hall 
Assembly Room, 2571 Railroad Street, Winterville, on 
October 4th, 2018 from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM to present 
the Fork Swamp Canal Greenway’s conceptual design, 
explore other greenway connections within the Town, 
answer your questions, and gather public comments on 
both the proposed Fork Swamp Canal Greenway and 
other greenway connections.
Drop in at any time to share your ideas and talk with 
the project team to improve greenway connectivity in 
the Town of Winterville. Should you have any questions 
or concerns about this project, or if we can assist you, 
please call 252-756-1487.

Piggly Wiggly flooded, 
so the chain left Grifton, 
leaving it without a super-
market until Bautista and 
Gutierrez opened Tropi-
cana. 

The men also own the 
Tropicana in Greenville. 

Across the street, Hwy. 
55 also suffered from the 
power outage. Fortunately, 
the restaurant was able 
to prepare for the storm 
thanks to Grifton’s man-
datory evacuation order. 
Last week, owner Kelly 
Buck and her team began 
trying to return everything 
to normal. Buck was un-
available for comment, but 
according to an employee 
at a Greenville Hwy. 55, 
water did not enter the 
restaurant.

The restaurant planned 
on reopening as soon as 
possible and hoped to be 
open by Sept. 26, accord-

ing to the employee. 
Pitt Community College 

is offering assistance to 
students affected by Hurri-
cane Florence. The Student 
Assistance Program has 
provided food, gas cards, 
hygiene products and oth-
er necessities to students, 
faculty and staff adversely 
affected by the storm, ac-
cording to lead counselor 
Olivia Sutton.

“We realize that the 
storm is far from over, as 
some faculty, staff and stu-
dents have been affected in 
devastating ways and are 
working to rebuild their 
homes and their lives,” Sut-
ton said. “We want them to 
know that counselors from 
the college are here and 
ready to support the entire 
campus community. We 
want to help.”

Enrolled Pitt Commu-
nity College students can 
receive confidential assis-
tance from a professional 
SAP counselor by visiting 
their department in the 

Craig F. Goess Student 
Center (Room 120) or by 
calling 252-493-7245.

Most of Pitt County’s 36 
schools were back in ses-
sion Sept. 18 with the ex-
ception of Grifton School 
and G.R. Whitfield School. 
Both schools experienced 
power outages, resulting 
in more time off. Whitfield 
students returned Sept. 19 
and Grifton students re-
turned Thursday. 

Oct. 11 and Nov. 7 will 
be full days for students. 
Previously, these were 
early release days. In ad-
dition, Oct. 12 will be a 
school day. The district has 
not decided when Grifton 
School will make up its ex-
tra missed days. 

During the power out-
age, Grifton School fed 
nearly 60 students. Stu-
dents were transported to 
the school using buses and 
fed a bagged lunch. 

Duke Energy returned 
power to the Grifton 
substation on Harvey 

Rouse Road Sept. 19. The 
substation failed due to 
water infiltrating it de-
spite an emergency flood  
berm erected before the 
storm. 

Duke Energy has looked 
at relocating the substa-
tion for several months but 
is having difficulties due to 
“problems with property 
owners,” according to a 
Duke Energy spokeswom-
an. She would not elabo-
rate on the nature of the 
problems. 

Duke Energy is still 
looking to move the sub-
station, which also took 
on water during Hurri-
cane Matthew. However, 
the spokeswoman did not 
have a timeline for when it 
would be moved from its 
current location in Eagle 
Swamp. 

“The town cannot move 
the substation, according 
to Grifton Interim Man-
ager Mark Warren.

“Unlike Winterville and 
Ayden, Grifton doesn’t 

own our substation,” he 
said. “We told Duke be-
fore the storm that the 
town would be willing to 
facilitate any discussion 
with property owners. We 
offered to get the may-
or (Billy Ray Jackson) or 
(N.C. Senator Don) Davis 
involved because that’s the 
extent to which the town 
can get involved.” 

Warren plans to ask the 
board of commissioners 
to issue a letter to Duke 
Energy asking for the sub-
station to be moved from 
Eagle Swamp at its Oct. 9 
meeting.”

The loss of power also 
affected the Contentnea 
Metropolitan Sewerage 
District or CMSD. 

“We finally got power 
restored (Sept. 19) at the 
wastewater treatment 
plant. It was Thursday be-
fore it was restored at the 
Grifton pump station,” said 
director Chuck Smithwick. 
“It’s always a relief to get 
back on power company 

power and off the genera-
tors.” 

Smithwick did not know 
how much diesel fuel had 
been used in the genera-
tors. Fuel deliveries were 
made difficult due to the 
fact that the wastewater 
treatment plant is only ac-
cessible by boat at the mo-
ment. 

“We hope to start com-
ing in by vehicle (Sept. 
26),” he said. “We didn’t 
experience flooding like 
we did during Matthew.” 

The wastewater treat-
ment plant has experi-
enced flows of at least 5 
million gallons a day since 
the hurricane hit; how-
ever, it only had one minor 
problem. 

A process line was 
clogged. Process lines are 
a preliminary treatment 
process that removes grit 
from water. CMSD had to 
create a temporary bypass 
above ground. 

“All in all, we fared very 
well,” Smithwick said. 
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   Pitt Community College

Assistant Financial 
Aid Director

Network Technician

Soft Skills Coach - 
Permanent Part-Time

To view comprehensive job information, other 
positions or to apply visit: 

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/pittccedu

Pitt Community College 
is currently seeking to fill 
the following positions

Bankruptcy

Call Allen C. Brown Attorney
252-752-0952

ST
OP

Foreclosure 
lawsuits 
car repossession 
tax levies and Garnishments

A Debt Relief Agency helping people eliminate debt through bankruptcy

The Town of Winterville is 
constantly working to provide 
better and safer transportation 
facilities for public use. A 
public meeting will be held 
at the Winterville Town Hall 
Assembly Room, 2571 Railroad Street, Winterville, on 
October 4th, 2018 from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM to present 
the Fork Swamp Canal Greenway’s conceptual design, 
explore other greenway connections within the Town, 
answer your questions, and gather public comments on 
both the proposed Fork Swamp Canal Greenway and 
other greenway connections.
Drop in at any time to share your ideas and talk with 
the project team to improve greenway connectivity in 
the Town of Winterville. Should you have any questions 
or concerns about this project, or if we can assist you, 
please call 252-756-1487.

May Museum & Park
Annual Membership Meeting

& Oyster Roast
Sunday - October 14, 2018

Cocktails at 4pm • Business Meeting at 5pm
Oyster & Chicken Dinner at 5:30pm
RSVP to 252-753-6725 or,

email lannis@farmvillenc.gov on or before
October 3rd. Cost for non-members is $30

3802 S. Main St., Farmville
252-753-6725 • lannis@farmvillenc.org

To become a 
sponsor, call 

252-753-6725

Join today 
and tickets to 
this event are 

complimentary

RENEWALS & NEW MEMBERSHIP INFO.
• Student $10 • Individual $25 • Family $40 •

• Civic Group $50 • Business $100 •

Grand SponSor

retires
Continued from 1

DONNA MARIE WILLIAMS
Staff Writer

WINTERVILLE—The 
Winterville Chamber of 
Commerce celebrated the 
opening of a new business 
Friday with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony for Botani-
cal Essence Hemp. 

Botanical Essence is 
an alternative health and 
wellness store that sells 
cannabidiol or CBD and 
hemp products.

“We really want to pro-
vide an alternative for our 
clients,” said owner Ronita 
Standford.

Standford along with, 
Dr. Gwendolyn Knuckles, 
Rekita Williams and Di 
Worthy own and operate 
the business.

“We are a group of like 
minded women brought 
together by Ronita Stand-
ford, with a purpose of uti-
lizing this as an alternative 
health tool. We’re known 
as the hemp sisters,” said 
Knuckles, who is the 
medical consultant of the 
group. 

CDB and hemp prod-
ucts are often associated 
with marijuana; however, 
no tetrahydrocannabinol 
or THC is found in any of 
the products Botanical Es-
sence offers. The products 
are non-psychoactives, ac-
cording to Standford. 

“They come from related 
plants, but the primary dif-
ference is that hemp prod-
ucts (are) healing without 
the high,” Knuckles said, 
explaining by law hemp 
products must contain less 
than 0.3 percent of THC. 

Botanical Essence offers 
sublingual (applied under 
the tongue), inhalable, in-
gestible, and topical CBD 
and hemp products, which 
means that products can 
be eaten, smoked or vaped 
and applied topically. 

Hemp seeds are one of 
the many edible products 
Botanical Essence offers. 
Hemp seeds can be added 
into smoothies and are a 
good source of amino ac-
ids, according to Stand-
ford. CBD and hemp prod-
ucts may help to alleviate 
inflammation, nausea, hot 
flashes, headaches, join, 
muscle and back pain, 
anxiety, digestive issues, 
spasticity, trouble sleeping, 
cramps, frequent urination 
and irritated skin among 
other conditions. 

“There are no side ef-
fects and you can’t over-
dose,” Knuckles said, ex-
plaining that the group 
will suggest that you start 
at a certain dosage. The 
client can then choose to 
increase their dosage or 
lower it, depending on the 

client’s needs.
When choosing prod-

ucts, clients are provided 
with an individualized ex-
perience that will best fit 
their needs. 

“One of our goals is the 
education regarding hemp 
related products,” Knuck-
les said. 

Since the products are 
non-addiction forming, 
the owners hope that al-
ternative method may be a 
way to lessen today’s opi-
oid crisis. 

“We want to offer our 
clients a way to help man-
age their health goals, and 
it helps in the opioid crisis 
by bringing an different 
way to manage pain,” said 
Williams, who is a regis-
tered nurse and holds a 
master of science in nurs-
ing and a RNPC.

The Winterville commu-
nity has embraced the new 
business. 

“It seems to be an up-
and-coming product more 
people are interested in 
learning about and I hope 
(they do) well with this. 

“We’re happy to have 
another new business in 
the Winterville communi-
ty,” said chamber director 
Debbie Avery. 

Winterville Chamber of 
Commerce president Brad 
Guth added, “I’m espe-

Botanical Essences provides new market

DONNA MARIE WILLIAMS
Owners of Botanical Essence Hemp E. NC. (L-R) Dr. Gwendolyn Knuckles, Ronita Standford, Rekita 
Williams and Di Worthy cut the ribbon celebrating the opening of their new business. They are 
excited to provide alternative wellness products to Winterville. 

cially happy it’s a locally 
owned business and not a 
franchise. Local businesses 
are especially important to 

our community.”
Botanical Essence, 4814 

Old Tar Road, Winterville, 
located inside of Tru Image 

Hair Salon, is open from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays. 
For more information, call 
252-364-2904.

INTRODUCING

High quality, high-end leather recliners with 
manual or power reclinging 

Big Savings! 

to teach, but when I was 
an assistant principal, I 
only did it for three years. I 
would have done that lon-
ger.” 

Olmsted loved being 
a principal, and it would 
have never happened 
without some advice from 
a professor.

“When I decided to get 
my master’s degree, I took 
two classes: one in mathe-
matics and one on admin-

istration. I was looking to 
see which way I wanted to 
go,” Olmsted said. “I said, ‘I 
really want a career where 
I can have the biggest im-
pact with other teachers.’ 
And he said to me, ‘Then 
you should go into ad-
ministration because that’s 
where you’ll have the 
greatest impact.’” 

Her love of teachers led 
into her love of being a 
principal. 

“My favorite job was be-
ing a principal,” Olmsted 
said. “As a principal, you’re 
not too far from the kids 

and you can see the results 
of your work fairly quickly. 
Yet you still have a huge 
impact because you’re the 
leader of the school.” 

As an assistant superin-
tendent, she implements 
changes that might not 
come to fruition for years. 

“I would say I would 
miss having an impact the 
most, but sometimes, my 
impact is so far in advance 
of the results. I’m not sure 
I’ll miss that because (I’ll 
see my impact) for a while,” 
she said. “I will miss the 
people for sure. We have 
a great group of people I 
work with, for sure.” 

The speed of change has 
been the biggest change 
over the years. 

“When I first came into 
teaching, you would create 

a plan and would imple-
ment it for years,” Olmsted 
said. “Now, with technol-
ogy changing as fast as it 
does, movement of kids as 
much as they go, change in 
itself is just rapid. How do 
you implement change on 
a constant basis without 
killing your people and 
your kids?”

When Olmsted began 
teaching, she did not have 
to give state exams. 

“I remember when the 
first state test was given 
at the high school level, 
and when we looked at 
the scores, we didn’t re-
ally know what we were 
looking at,” she said. “Now, 
we have huge amounts 
of resources connected 
to standardized tests. … 
It’ll change in a few more 

years because we’ll have a 
whole different set of tech-
nology.” 

What has not changed 
is that most people do the 
best they can. 

“I have learned that most 
people do the best they 
can and that they know 
how to do. That’s parents. 
That’s students. That’s 
teachers. That’s adminis-
trators,” Olmsted said. “If 
you want a different be-
havior or result, then you 
have to teach it differently. 
You have to teach them 
that, in all respects.

“Most people give you 
their best in most cases, 
especially when it comes 
to kids.” 

That is part of why Ol-
msted wants to see more 
technical and career-ready 
training in the district. 

“We’re already headed 
that way, but I would like 
to see faster movement to-
ward job readiness,” Olm-
stead said. “I would like to 
see us continue at a more 
focused pace if possible.

“We’re starting to move 
that way where we think 
of what we do in educa-
tion as preparing kids for 
careers and jobs, and I 
would like to see that con-
tinue,” she said. “There’s so 
many jobs out there that 
can’t get filled because 
we haven’t focused in on 
them. We still have this 
stigma where we think ev-

erybody needs to go to a 
four-year college, and we 
don’t have people to do 
these things that make a 
lot of money.”

Olmsted added, “You 
don’t have to go for a four-
year degree. It’s okay not 
to go to a four-year col-
lege.” She felt reducing 
the stigma of community 
colleges and trade schools 
would help students do 
their best. “We should at 
least let them know these 
jobs are there,” she said. 

Olmsted decided to re-
tire because she wanted 
her ‘60s to be about her 
family. 

“I want to travel with my 
husband,” she said. They 
bought a recreational ve-
hicle and plan on spending 
time traveling the country. 

“We plan on spending 
a month at a time, spread 
out, and tour a state,” Ol-
mstead said. 

Olmsted’s commitment 
to her job and her tire-
less work ethic would be 
missed, said Superinten-
dent Dr. Ethan Lenker. 

“Cheryl was someone 
that I quickly learned I 
could count on to get the 
job done,” he said. 

Steve Lassiter replaces 
Olmsted. He earned his 
master’s in school admin-
istration and bachelor’s 
in elementary education 
from East Carolina Uni-
versity. He is pursuing his 
doctorate in educational 
leadership from N.C. State 
University. 

Lassiter has spent 13 
years in education, 10 
of which were with Pitt 
County Schools. He came 
to the district from Eliza-
beth City-Pasquotank 
Public Schools, where he 
was the assistant superin-
tendent of human resourc-
es and auxiliary services.

Olmsted had one piece 
of advice for Lassiter: “Al-
ways make your decisions 
based on what’s best for 
the kids. 

“Don’t do what’s best 
for politics or what’s best 
for test scores. 

“Always do what’s best 
for kids.” 
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